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-Dear Chairman Nofs and Members of the Senate Energy & Technology Committee:

: As members of the Senate Energy & Technology Committee, you have an incredibly
. important task before you as you work to determine Michigan’s energy future.

I know you have heard from a number of organizations whose representatives have
testified before your committee, but the voice of Michigan’s vulnerable residents has
. - been sorely missed. That is why ] am writing ~ on behalf of ALL Michigan residents,
-+ but in particular on behalf of those whose voices have not been heard.

- At The Heat and Warmth Fund (THAW), we see the impact utility bills can have on
vulnerable Michigan households and families across Michigan. According to United
Way, 40% of households across Michigan struggle to afford the basic necessities of
housing, including energy. If a-utility bill is even'just a few dollars over, ‘budget, it can
spell disaster for a struggling family. If service 1s 1nterrupted during M:chigan S
harsh-winti rmonths the results can be fatal. -
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In every county in Michigan at least 27% of households are living below the
minimum standards of living. I ask you to consider the impact unfair subsidies, a
volatile market and limited access to power would have on the 27% or more
households in the counties you serve. Please pass legislation that will ensure that
power is reliable and accessible for all Michigan households and families.

The stakes are too high to risk giving control of our state’s energy future to those
who have no stake in our communities. Lansing lawmakers must enact a new policy
to ensure reliable and affordable power for all.  urge you to support this legislation.
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